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Building on the success of seven international editions of the Creativity 

in Education Summit, with the most recent held at UNESCO 

Headquarters in Paris in September 2025, the 8th Creativity in 

Education Summit (CES 2026) will once again take place at UNESCO 

Headquarters, Paris, on 17-18 September 2026.

This milestone edition will convene over 300 policy leaders, scholars, 

and institutional representatives under one shared agenda: to sustain 

and advance creative thinking in education at both national and global 

levels.

Key highlights of the CES 2026 include the High Level Forum, the 3rd 

International Creativity in Schools Award Ceremony, and the latest 

research findings on creativity in education resulting from the call for 

papers to scholars and practitioners worldwide.

A major feature of the Summit in 2026 will be the launch of the Globe 

Outlook on Creative Thinking in Education 2025/26 with its focus on 

leadership, implementation and futures, supported by the CES Network 

as a collective platform of experts and partner institutions. The Summit 

will also continue to spotlight the global implementation of the 

Professional Learning Programme jointly developed by OECD and GIoCT, 

reflecting its expanding influence in schools and teacher training 

systems across the world.



Creating Space for Creativity 

Under Exam-Driven Systems

In countries dominated by 

examination pressure, how can we 

find policy flexibilities and pilot 

zones for creativity?

Embedding Creativity Goals in 

Interdisciplinary Education

How can national curriculum 

standards incorporate cross-

disciplinary integration and the 

ability to address real-world 

challenges?

Supporting Creativity in Higher 

Education

How can national education 

systems ensure that creativity is 

nurtured and integrated 

throughout all stages of learning, 

including higher education?

Policy and System Design

How can nations build long-term 
policy support systems to sustain 
creativity education?

Fiscal and Resource Mechanisms

How can governments ensure 
stable public investment and 
financial mechanisms to support 
creativity education?

Building a National Creativity 
Ecosystem

How can national education 
systems foster vertically integrated 
creativity growth pathways from 
early childhood to higher 
education?
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Presentation of the OECD / GIoCT
Teacher Training Report
Annual project updates
Reports from national pilot sites 
and voices from frontline 
educators

3rd Creativity in Education Awards
The Award Ceremony recognises
inspiring and impactful projects 
from around the world addressing 
the theme Educating Polymaths: 
Nurturing Creativity Across 
Boundaries with a focus on cross-
disciplinary learning

Policy in Practice: Future 
Roadmap Consultation
Small group sessions to develop 5-
year national creativity education 
roadmaps, to draft national action 
plans and future collaboration 
frameworks

Opening Ceremony
Welcome speeches by host 
organisations and global 
supporters

White Paper Launch
Official release of the 2026 
National White Paper on Creativity 
in Education with support actions 
and commitments, innovative case 
studies and system design 
pathways from multiple countries

High Level Forum
High-level policy dialogue on 
national strategies for creativity 
education, international 
cooperation, pilot initiatives, and 
long-term implementation models

Creative Practice Workshops
Presentations by experts, hands-
on experiences and discussion of 
initiatives from a range of 
contexts addressing the core 
topics of the Summit
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Who will be at the Summit

• High-level education officials from 150 countries and regions

• Representatives from leading global education foundations and think and 

do tanks

• Delegates from the United Nations and relevant international 

organisations

• Frontline educators, researchers, curriculum experts, and assessment 

professionals from around the world

Why they are coming

The 8th Creativity in Education Summit is a multi-stakeholder dialogue 

platform that bridges policy, academia, and civil society sectors to catalyse

the global transition of education systems toward creativity and 

sustainability. It aims to shape the institutional blueprint for the future of 

learning and set a new direction for global education in the 21st century.

Participation and 
Global Impact
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UNESCO IITE

Institute for Information Technologies in Education (UNESCO IITE) is a 

specialised agency established by UNESCO to promote the innovative use 

of ICT in education. Situated in Moscow, Russia, the institute focuses on 

assisting member states in developing policies and capacities related to

ICT in education. Its activities include research, advocacy for ICT-enabled

pedagogy, promoting ICT skills among teachers, sharing knowledge on

best practices, enhancing inclusive education, and developing

partnerships to support educational goals related to the Sustainable

Development Goal 4 (SDG 4).

OECD-CERI

The Centre for Educational Research and Innovation performs research-

driven work to achieve lifelong learning for all. It goes beyond formal 

education systems and reflects on the future of teaching and learning. 

While having a particular focus on emerging trends and issues, CERI aims 

to set a forward- looking and innovative agenda for a changing education

landscape.The goal of CERI is to produce work that is thoroughly integrated 

with empirical analysis and innovation awareness, with specific emphasis 

on accumulating statistical evidence and developing key indicators to 

solidify its research work.

GIoCT

The Global Institute of Creative Thinking is an institute in the UK, and

now a registered charity, the Global Institute of Creative Thinking has 

always stayed true to its roots. GIoCT’s mission remains the same, to

nurture creative thinkers, empower those we teach, and inspire 

futures. GIoCT wants to make a purposeful contribution with the 

seeds we plant to bring about meaningful lifelong learning. The main

activities of the institute include evidence- based advocacy,

international conferences and workshops, teacherprofessional

learning courses, and creative thinking programmes run in 

collaboration with schools.
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For more information 
contact ces@gioct.org

mailto:ces@gioct.org
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